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ii. that one of the proposals that was 
>. a much greater flow back and 
yeen the lacelfe cual, arustic, and 
‘ge Whi a sign a the vitality 
. Nares and South 


ind our wN.. Gui iscoe matters 

ot the .1te ot the spiri: realiy, looks 

ve. urope and not etgugh to the south, 
ad sc scems to me also ‘ue that Latin 
Anierica looks to Europe for Xs inspiration 


This side of our national life, I Sink, has 
seen too little known outside of our Cauntry. 
8.1 [ think in music, architecture, art, Wwrit- 
ing, all the rest, we’ve had a good deal of Kfe 
and vitality in this country in recent year 
and this is also true of Latin America. 

So I’m glad now, instead of our all looking 
to the East, which we must on many occa- 
sions, that we now !dok north and we look 
south. And we hope from this current back 
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I AM deeply saddened by the news of the 
death of Dr. Bohr. The scientists of the 
United States, and indeed all Americans, 
who knew him and his accomplishments, 
have held him in the highest respect for more 
than two generations. His great achieve- 
ments in the quantum theory of the atom 
have been basic to modern advances in physi- 
cal science. ‘The scientific inspiration he 
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and forth there will be :jceater stimulation. 

We don’t want to sce the artistic and in- 
tellectual life used as a weapon in a cold war 
struggle, but we do feel that it’s an essential 
part of the whole democratic spirit. 

Sa, I’m very glad to have you here as sym- 
bols and also as active participants in this 
life and. most of all because the artist 
ace scily must be a free man. 

Sc we welcome you here to the White 
House. Thank you. 
norr: The President spoke in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 

The Symposium brought together Latin American 
and North American artists, musicians, architects, 
ete., for the purpose of exchanging ideas on the arts 
and belles-lettres and of discussing better ways to 


coordinate cultural activities in the Americas. The 
Symposium was held at Nassau under the auspices 


_ of Show Magazine, whose editor, Robert Wool, con- 


ceived the idea and developed it to its actuality. It 
is intended to be an annual affair. 

The Latin American members, to whom the Pres- 
ident spoke, came to Washington after the Nassau 
meeying for the opening of an exhibit of modern 
Latin American art at the Pan American Union. 


brought in his may visits to this country, 
and especially his \yreat services at Los 
Alamos during the wah leave us forever in 
his debt. 

Please accept my condolexces and deepest 
sympathy. 


[Mrs. Niels Bohr, Copenhagen, Denmar 


515 The President’s News Conference of 


November 20, 1962 


‘THE PRESIDENT. I have several statements. 
[1.] I have today been informed by 
(Chairman Khrushchev that all of the IL-28 
bombers now in Cuba will be withdrawn in 
30 days. He also agrees that these planes can 
be observed and counted as they leave. In- 
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asmuch as this goes a long way towards 
reducing the danger which faced this hemi- 
sphere 4 weeks ago, I have this afternoon 
instructed the Secretary of Defense to lift our 
naval quarantine. 

In view of this action, I want to take this 
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opportunity to bring the American people 
up to date on the Cuban crisis and to review 
the progress made thus far in fulfilling the 
understandings between Soviet Chairman 
Khrushchev and myself as set forth in our 
letters of October 27 and 28. Chairman 
Khrushchev, it will be recalled, agreed to 
remove from Cuba all weapons systems ca- 
pable of offensive use, to halt the further 
introduction of such weapons into Cuba, 
and to permit appropriate United Nations 
observation and supervision to insure the 
carrying out and continuation of these com- 
mitments. We on our part agreed that once 
these adequate arrangements for verification 
had been established we would remove our 
naval quarantine and give assurances against 
an invasion of Cuba. 

The evidence to date indicates that all 
known offensive missile sites in Cuba have 
been dismantled. The missiles and their 
associated equipment have been loaded on 
Soviet ships. And our inspection at sea of 
these departing ships has confirmed that the 
number of missiles reported by the Soviet 
Union as having been brought into Cuba, 
which closely corresponded to our own infor- 
raation, has now been removed. In addition, 
the Soviet Government has stated that all 
ruuclear weapons have been withdrawn from 
Cuba and no offensive weapons will be re- 
introduced. 

Nevertheless, important parts of the under- 
standing of October 27th and 28th remain 
to be carried out. The Cuban Government 
has not yet permitted the United Nations to 
verify whether all offensive weapons have 
been removed, and no lasting safeguards 
have yet been established against the future 
introduction of offensive weapons back into 
(Cuba. 

Consequently, if the Western Hemisphere 
is to continue to be protected against offen- 
sive weapons, this Government has no choice 
but to pursue its own means of checking on 
military activities in Cuba. The importance 
of our continued vigilance is underlined by 
our identification in recent days of a number 
of Soviet ground combat units in Cuba, al- 
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though we are informed that these and other 
Soviet units were associated with the pro- 
tection of offensive weapons systems, and 
will also be withdrawn in due course. 

I repeat, we would like nothing better 
than adequate international arrangements 
for the task of inspection and verification in 
Cuba, and we are prepared to continue our 
efforts to achieve such arrangements. Until 
that is done, difficult problems remain. As 
for our part, if all offensive weapons systems 
are removed from Cuba and kept out of the 
hemisphere in the future, under adequate 
verification and safeguards, and if Cuba is 
not used for the export of aggressive Com- 
munist purposes, there will be peace in the 
Caribbean. And asI said in September, “we 
shall neither initiate nor permit aggression 
in this hemisphere.” 

We will not, of course, abandon the politi- 
cal, economic, and other efforts of this hemi- 
sphere to halt subversion from Cuba nor our 
purpose and hope that the Cuban people 
shall some day be truly free. But these 
policies are very different from any intent to 
launch a military invasion of the island. 

In short, the record of recent weeks shows 
real progress and we are hopeful that further 
progress can be made. The completion of 
the commitment on both sides and the 
achievement of a peaceful solution to the 
Cuban crisis might well open the door to the 
solution of other outstanding problems. 

May I add this final thought in this week 
of Thanksgiving: there is much for which 
we can be grateful as we look back to where 
we stood only 4 weeks ago—the unity of this 
hemisphere, the support of our allies, and the 
calm determination of the American people. 
These qualities may be tested many more 
times in this decade, but we have increased 
reason to be confident that those qualities 
will continue to serve the cause of freedom 
with distinction in the vears to come. 

[2.] Secondly, I would also like to an- 
nounce that I have today signed an Execu- 
tive order? directing Federal departments 


4 Executive Order 11063 (27 F.R. 11527). 
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and agencies to take every proper and legal 
action to prevent discrimination in the sale 
or lease of housing facilities owned or 
operated by the Federal Government; hous- 
ing constructed or sold as a result of loans or 
grants to be made by the Federal Govern- 
ment or by loans to be insured or guaranteed 
by the Federal Government; and housing to 
be made available through the development 
or redevelopment of property under Federal 
slum clearance or urban renewal programs, 

With regard to existing housing facilities 
constructed or purchased as a result of direct 
loans or grants from the Federal Govern- 
ment, or under Federal guarantces, or as a 
result of the urban renewal program, I have 
directed the Housing Agency and other ap- 
propriate agencies to use their good offices to 
promote and encourage the abandonment of 
discriminatory practices that may now exist. 

In order to assist the departments and 
agencies in implementing this policy, and to 
coordinate their efforts, I have established 
the President’s Committee on Equal Oppor- 
tunity in Housing. It is neither proper nor 
equitable that Americans should be denied 
the benefits of housing owned by the Fed- 
eral Government or financed through the 
Federal assistance on the basis of their race, 
color, creed, or national origin. 

Our national policy is equal opportunity 
for all and the Federal Government will con- 
tinue to take such legal and proper steps as it 
may to achieve the realization of this goal. 

[3.] And finally, over the last weekend, 
the Chinese have made great advances in 
northeastern India. Now they have offered 
some kind of cease-fire proposal and we are 
in touch with the Indian Government to 
determine their assessment of it. In order 
to better assess Indian needs, we are sending 
a team to New Delhi, headed by Assistant 
Secretary Averell Harriman, including As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense Paul Nitze and 
other representatives of the Defense De- 
partment and State Department. It will 


leave tomorrow. 
t 


832 


Approved For Release 2904/12/22 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000500 4006-2 


Public Papers of the Presidents 


In providing military assistance to India, 
we are mindful of our alliance with Pakistan. 
All of our aid to India is for the purpose of 
defeating Chinese Communist subversion. 
Chinese incursions into the subcontinent are 
a threat to Pakistan as well as India, and both 
have a common interest in opposing it. 

We have urged this point in both govern- 
ments. Our help to India in no way di- 
minishes or qualifies our commitment to 
Pakistan and we have made this clear to 
both governments as well. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, with respect to 
your no-invasion pledge, there has been con- 
siderable discussion and speculation in the 
press as to the exact scope of this pledge. I 
believe that Chairman Khrushchev, in his 
letter of the 28th, made the assumption, or 
the implication, or the statement, that no at- 
tack would be made on Castro, not only by 
the United States, but any other country in 
the Western Hemisphere. It appeared to 
be an implication that possibily you would 
be willing to guarantee Castro against any 
and all enemies anywhere. Now I realize 
that in your letter there was nothing of that 
sort and you’ve touched on this today, but 
I’m wondering if you can be a bit more 
specific on the scope of your no-invasion 
pledge. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think that today’s state- 
ment describes very clearly what the policy 
is of the Government in regard to no-in- 
vasion. I think if you re-read the statement 
you will see the position of the Government 
on that matter. 

Q. Mr. President, in speaking of “ade- 
quate verification,” does this mean that we 
insist upon onsite inspection? Would we 
be satisfied with anything less than actual, 
on-the-spot inspection in Cuba? 

THE preEsIDENT. Well, we have thought 
that to provide adequate inspection, it should 
be onsite. As you know, Mr. Castro has not 
agreed to that, so we have had to use our own 
resources to implement the decision of the 
Organization of American States that the 
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hemisphere should continue to keep itself 
informed about the development of weapons 
systems in Cuba. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, in connection 
with your statement on India, would you say 
if you foresee any need for direct U.S. par- 
ticipation in the border difficulties there in 
the way of manpower? Will we have to 
send troops there? 

riz presipent. There’s been no indica- 
tion of that. I think we can get a more 
precise idea of what the Indians necd to pro- 
tect their territorial integrity when Governor 
Harriman returns, and also, I understand a 
similar mission may be being sent from 
London. And I think by the end of the 
week we ought to have a clearer idea of what 
the cease-fire offer means, what the military 
pressures are in India, and what assistance 
they would like to receive from us, but as of 
today I’ve heard nothing about American 
troops being requested. 

Q. Does that include 
advisers? 

THE pRresipEeNr. No, I think—we can’t tell 
precisely what the Indians require, and that’s 
why this mission is going tomorrow, com- 
posed of representatives of State and Defense. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, apparently you've 
established quite a free-flowing channel of 
communications with Chairman Khru- 
shchev. I wonder if you could comment any 
on this, perhaps telling us how many mes- 
sages you’ve exchanged, some of the tenor 
of those, and if this will be a pattern for 
the future? 

THE prestpENt. We've exchanged several 
messages in an attempt to try to work out 
the details of the withdrawal of the IL-28’s 
and also a system of verification, in an at- 
tempt to fill in, in detail, the assurances given 
in the letters of late October. So that’s what 
the correspondence has been about. 

I think that’s becn very clearly stated. 
And as I say, today a message was received, 
several hours ago, indicating that the IL-28’s 
would be taken out. The main burden of 
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the negotiation, however, has becn borne by 
Mr. McCloy and Governor Stevenson in 
their conversations, but I have continued to 
indicate how we defined offensive weapons, 
which has been the subject of this corre- 
spondence and, really, the subject of the ne- 
gotiations between Mr. McCloy and Mr. 
Stevenson on the one hand, and the Russians 
on the other. 

In addition, the question of adequate veri- 
fication has been a subject of the correspond- 
ence and a subject of the negotiations. 

Q. Mr. President, in the various exchanges 
of the past 3 weeks, either between yourself 
and Chairman Khrushchev or at the United 
Nations, have any issues been touched on 
besides that of Cuba, and could you say how 
the events of these past 3 weeks might affect 
such an issue as Berlin or disarmament or 
nuclear testing? 

THe presipenr. No. I instructed the ne- 
gotiators to confine themselves to the matter 
of Cuba completely, and therefore no other 
matters were discussed. Disarmament, any 
matters affecting Western Europe, relations 
between the Warsaw pact countries and 
NATO, all the rest--none of these matters 
was to be in any way referred to or negoti- 
ated about until we had made progress and 
come to some sort of a solution on Cuba. 
So that has been all we have done diplo- 
matically with the Soviet Union in the last 
month. 

Now, if we’re successful in Cuba, as I 
said, we would be hopeful that some of the 
other areas of tension could be relaxed. 
Obviously when you make progress in any 
area, then you have hopes that you can 
continue it. But up till now we have con- 
fined ourselves to Cuba, and we'll continue 
to do so until we fecl the situation has 
reached a satisfactory state. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, your administra- 
tion, like others, is being criticized for its 
handling of information. The point is being 
made that reporters are being hampered in 
carrying out their role as the link between 
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Government and the American people, that 
we're not keeping the Amcrican people well 
informed, as a result of Government policics. 
LeRoy Collins, former Governor of Florida, 
now head of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, has accused both the Defense 
Department and the State Department of 
news suppression in the Cuban crisis. 
Would you care to comment on your general 
feeling about that, Mr. President? 

‘TUE PRESIDENT. Well, it is true that when 
we learned the matter on Tuesday morning 
until we made the announcement on the 
quarantine on Monday afternoon, that this 
matter was kept in the highest levels of 
Government. We didn’t make any public 
statement about it. And I returned to 
Washington that Saturday morning because 
I had a campaign trip that was going to 
take until Sunday evening, and I had to 
come back, and we did not want to indicate 
to the Sovict Union or to Cuba or anyone 
else who might be our adversaries, the ex- 
tent of our information until we had deter- 
mined what our policy would be, and until 
we had consulted with our allies and mem- 
bers of OAS and NATO. So for those very 
good reasons, I believe, this matter was kept 
by the Government until Monday night. 
There is—at least one newspaper learned 
about some of the details on Sunday evening 
and did not print it for reasons of public 
interest. 

I have no apologies for that. I don’t think 
that there’s any doubt it would have been a 
great mistake and possibly a disaster if this 
news had dribbled out when we were unsure 
of the extent of the Sovict buildup in Cuba, 
and when we were unsure of our response, 
and when we had not consulted with any 
of our allies, who might themselves have 
been involved in great difficulties as a result 
of our action. 

During the weck, then, from Monday till 
Sunday, when we received Mr. Khru- 
shchev’s first message about the withdrawal, 
we attempted to have the Government speak 
with one voice. There were obvious re- 
straints on newspapermen. They were not 
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permitted, for example, to go to Guan- 
tanamo because obviously that might be an 
area which might be under attack. 

Since that Sunday we have tried to, or at 
least intend to attempt to lift any restraints 
in the news. And I’m really—as a reader of 
a ,7ood many papers, :: seems to me that the 
pu, ers more or less reflected quite «ccurately 
the state of our negotiations with the Soviet 
Union. 

They have, in a sense, been suspended 
because we’ve becn arguing about this ques- 
tion of IL-28’s, so there hasn’t been any real 
progress that we could point to or any hard 
information that we could put out until 
today, which we’re now doing. 

Now, if the procedures which have been 
set up, which arc really to protect the interest 
and security of the United States, are being 
used in a way inimical to the free flow of 
news, then we'll change those procedurcs.* 

[8.] Q. Sir, in another area, could you 
give us your analysis of the election results 
and your analysis as to what effect this may 
have on your program in Congress next 
year? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think we'll prob- 
ably be in a position somewhat comparable 
to what we were in for the last 2 years. We 
did better than we had hoped in the election, 
but we still did not pick up seats, and we lost 
and won a number of votes by very close 
margins, particularly in the House. 

It really will depend on whether we can 
maintain a good deal of unity in the Demo- 
cratic Party and also whether we receive 
some assistance from some Republicans. If 
the Republicans vote unanimously against us 
and we lose 40-odd Democrats—about one- 


1Qarlier, on October 24, the White House had 
released a memorandum to editors and radio and 
television news directors listing 12 catcgories of 
military information vital to the national security 
concerning which no further releases would be is- 
sucd by the Department of Defense. The memo- 
randum requested that during the tense interna- 
tional situation all news media exercise caution and 
discretion in the publication of such information 
which possibly might come into their possession from 
other sources. 
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fifth of our number—then we will have 
difficulty. If we get the kind of Republican 
support that we got at the beginning of last 
year in the rules fight, then we can put some 
of these important programs through. So I 
think we have to wait until they come back 
before we can make a judgment, and we may 
be about in the position we were in in the 
last 2 years. 

[9-] Q. Mr. President, the people of 
Florida are hoping that you and your family 
will again spend Christmas with them. Can 
you tell us what your present plans are, sir? 

THE PRESIDEN? My father and mother are 
going to Florida in December, and my wife 
and children hope to go there for Christmas, 
and if my situation here permits, I will go for 
Christmas. If the question is a result of 
some stories that the tourist business in 
Florida is off because of our difficulties, I 


‘ hope it will not be too dangerous in Florida 


this year. [Laughter] 


i. [10.] Q. Mr. President, with regard to 


your housing order, could you explain, first, 


‘why you’ve taken so long to sign the order; 


second, does it become effective tomorrow 
morning for loans and guarantees and every- 
thing, that quickly? 
| THE PRESIDEN’. Yes, that’s correct. 
Q. And, third, what assessment have you 
rnade of the possible economic impact of it? 
i raz PRESIDEN’. Well, I said that I would 
issue it at the time when I thought it was in 
the public interest, and now is the time. 
Secondly, it will become effective immedi- 
ately. Thirdly, I don’t think that its im- 
mediate effect—thcre may be some adverse 


reaction, but I think that we will be able to 


‘ proceed in the development of our housing 


industry, which is important to our economy. 
I know one builder the other day in part of 
New York said that he would be very much 
against the housing order because it would 
hurt his development, and he was reminded 
that there was a more stringent law in effect 
in New York at the time. So that I think 
some of the fears have been exaggerated. 
In any case, it’s sound, public, constitutional 
policy and we’ve donc it. 
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[zr] Q. Mr. President, another question 
on Cuba, Is it your position, sir, that you 
will issue a formal no-invasion pledge only 
after satisfactory arrangements have been 
made for verification and after adequate ar- 
rangements have been made to make sure 
that such weapons are not reintroduced once 
more? 

THE PRESIDENT. Quite obviously, as I said 
in my statements, serious problems remain 
as to verification and reassurance, and, there- 
fore, this matter of our negotiations really 
are not—have not becn completed and until 
they're completed, of course, I suppose we’re 
not going to be fully satisfied that there will 
be peace in the Caribbean. 

In regard to my feelings about what re- 
mains to be done, and on the matter of in- 
vasion, I think my statement is the best ex- 
pression of our views. 

Q. Mr. President, what would we accept 
as a guarantee, as a safeguard against rein- 
troduction? Can that be achieved by any- 
thing short of continuous aerial recon- 
naissance? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think that what we 
would like to have is the kind of inspection 
on the ground which would make any other 
means of obtaining information unnecessary. 

Q. A continuing inspection after the 
settlement-— 

THE PRESIDENT. Inspection which would 
provide us with assurances that there are not 
on the island weapons capable of offensive 
action against the United States or neighbor- 
ing countries and that they will not be rein- 
troduced. Obviously, that is our goal. If 
we do not achieve that goal, then we have to 
use other resources to assure ourselves that 
weapons are not there, or that they’re not 
being reintroduced. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, the other day 
Khrushchev stated that Communists could 
learn something even from capitalists, and 
he even had a few kind words to say about 
profit incentives. Do you read any great 
amount of significance into this? 

THE presipent. No, I don’t. No. Ex- 
cept human nature is the same on both sides, 
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fortunately, on both sides of the Iron Cur- 
tain, which is why I’m optimistic about the 
ultimate outcome of this struggle. 

[13.] Q. Sir, would you please clear up 
for us our rclationship with the United Na- 
tions? If we wanted to invade Cuba, if we 
wanted to take unilateral action in any way, 
could we do so without the approval of the 
United Nations? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don’t think a ques- 
tion-—you have to really give me a much 
more detailed hypothetical question before I 
could consider answering it, and even under 
those conditions it might not be wise. Ob- 
viously, the United States—let’s use a hy- 
pothetical case, which is always better—the 
United States has the means as a sovercign 
power to defend itself. And of course exer- 
cises that power, has in the past, and would 
in the future. We would hope to exercise 
it in a way consistent with our treaty obliga- 
tions, including the United Nations Charter. 
But we, of course, keep to ourselves and hold 
to ourselves under the United States Con- 
stitution and under the laws of international 
law, the right to defend our security. On 
our own, if necessary—though we, as I say, 
hope to always move in concert with our 
allies, but on our own if that situation was 
necessary to protect our survival or integrity 
or other vital interests. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, with regard to 
the information policies, much of the con- 
troversy has centered on two specific orders: 
there’s the Sylvester directive at the Pentagon 
which is for policing the contacts of the press 
with individuals in the Pentagon. And 
there’s another order by Manning in the State 
Department which deals with the same gen- 
eral area.. There’s been quite a lot of criti- 
cism where some of the veteran correspond- 
ents have contended that this could cut down 
on the contacts, the normal flow of news, and 
also could cut down on controversy, I 
wonder if you have thought in terms of re- 
vising this, modifying it, or changing it? 

THE PRESIDENT. As I said, we would mod- 
ify it or change it if it turned out that it has 
the result that you suggest. As it is, we are 
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tonight suggesting that there be lifted the 
12 points that we made to the press in regard 
to voluntary restraints on the movement of 
troopsand soon. That will be lifted tonight. 
There will be a change, I think, in the State 
Department policy directive, because the 
necd there is somewhat different from what 
it is in the Defense Department. In the 
Defense Department we are dealing not only 
with the problem of movement of troops, 
but also with the question of the very sensi- 
tive intelligence, and the methods by which 
that intelligence is reccived, and I don’t think 
that, as yet, it’s becn demonstrated that this 
has restricted the flow of essential news out 
of the Pentagon. Now if it does, we'll 
change it. But, I haven’t been convinced of 
that as yet. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, Brazil has urged 
that a ban be declared on nuclear arms and 
delivery vehicles not only in Cuba, but in 
the rest of South America. Do you support 
this proposal and would you favor extending 
a similar ban on other areas, such as the 
Middle East, where Senator Javits has said 
that the continuing buildup of Soviet arms 
in Egypt, Syria, and other Arab states may 
provoke the next East-West crisis? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, we're interested in 
the Brazilian proposal, which is under dis- 
cussion at the United Nations. We’re inter- 
ested in it, and a similar proposal has been 
made for Africa. We would be interested in 
that, too. 

The question comes down to the willing- 
ness of the countries of Latin America to 
accept the Brazilian proposal, and the de- 
velopment of an adequate inspection system. 
That’s the issue. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, how did you feel 
about the appearance of Alger Hiss on a tele- 
vision program on the career of Richard 
Nixon? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn’t see the program, 
but I thought Mr, Hagerty and Mr. Minow 
expressed a view with which I’m in sym- 
pathy. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, are you going to 
ask Congress for a $ro billion income tax cut 
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in January, as recommended by your Labor- 
Management Policy Committee? 

THE PRESIDENT. ‘Ihe question of the tax cut 
is going to be discussed in the administra- 
tion in the next ro days, and we'll have rec- 
ommendations to make the first part of 
January. Until then, Pll have to withhold, 
until we finally decide what we are going to 
do—the amounts, and where the cut will 
come. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, would you give 
us your estimate as to the current relations 
between Communist China and Communist 
Russia, particularly in relationship to the 
events in Cuba and in India? 

THE presipENT. No, I don’t think that any 
comment that I might make would neces- 
sarily be accurate, because there’s a variety 
of opinions in regard to the matters which 
may be in dispute. And in addition I think 
that it’s a matter which we should study. 
‘There’re no assurances that it means it is 
helpful to us or harmful, as yet, but I think 
we have to wait. I said the other day that 
I thought this was a rather climactic period, 
and I think that we can perhaps tell in the 
next months what is going on in the world 
beyond this hemisphere with more precision. 
As of tonight it would be just estimates, and 
I think it would be a mistake to indulge those 
right now. 

[z9.] Q. Mr. President, you said you 
will change this procedure at the Defense 
Department when it’s been demonstrated 
that the present is too restrictive 

THE pREsIDENT. That the public interest 
isn’t being met, that’s correct. 

Q. How are you going to find out? ~The 
present situation is that the officers and others 
down there are reluctant to have any contacts 
with newspapermen because of not only the 
time they spend with the newspapermen, but 
the time in writing of the reports. 

‘THE PRESIDENT. Well, I'll bring that to Mr. 
Sylvester’s attention, but I do—I’m not sure 
that we’re suggesting that—in the first place, 
this rule has been in effect in the CIA for 
many years. Are we suggesting that any 
member of the Defense Department should 


Approved For Release 2004/12/22 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000500130006-2 


Nov. 20 [515] 


speak on any subject to any newspaperman 
and the newspaperman should print it or not 
print it as he sees fit without any effort to 
attempt to limit the printing of news which 
may deal with the collection or the methods 
of collection of intelligence information? 

Q. No, sir, 1. vas just a question of— 
there are many «areas other than the move- 
ment of troops and so forth. 

THE PRESIDENT. And intelligence. And in 
those areas which are not involved there, I 
would be delighted to talk to Mr. Sylvester 
and with representatives of the press and see 
if we can get this straightened out so that 
there is a free flow of news to which the press 
is entitled, and which I think ought to be 
in the press, and on which any administra- 
tion really must depend as a check to its own 
actions. 

So I can assure you that our only interest 
has been, first, during this period of crisis 
and over a longer period to try to—not to 
have coming out of the Pentagon informa- 
tion which is highly sensitive, particularly 
in the intelligence areas, which I can assure 
you in my own not too distant experience 
has been extremely inimical to the interests 
of the United States. Now that is our only 
interest. 

Beyond that, I think it ought to pour out. 
And as far as I’m concerned, I’ll be glad to 
discuss with Mr. Sylvester and Mr. Manning. 
Now, as I’ve said, Mr. Manning is going to 
attempt, now that we passed at least a phase 
of this crisis, he will, I think, attempt to im- 
prove his order and improve the flow of 
information. 

I will say, as an example that information 
has not necessarily been cut off, is the fact 
that Governor Stevenson sent a message on 
his conversation with U Thant—reporting 
U Thant’s 2-day visit to Cuba—it was finally 
distributed in the Department of State by 
8am. By 10, before the Secretary of State 
had seen it, it was on a wire and one of the 
wire services had it completely, including 
some of the quotes from it, and it caused 
Governor Stevenson some pain. So that I 
think information has been flowing out, but 
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if it isn’t, we'll get it out, so I can assure you 
that we'll work on it. 

Q. I mean in the area other than national 
security, 

THE PRESIDENT. That is correct. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, when you speak 
of this as a climactic period, can you sketch 
in what you think some of the ultimate 
possibilities are? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think we can, 
but I do think if 5 years ago we had looked 
at the world, I don’t think we would have 
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made a judgment that it would have moved 
quite the way it has moved, that China and 
India would be involved in a very serious 
struggle which may lead to a full-scale war 
if it hasn’t already, and that relations in 
many parts of the world would be as 
changing as they are. 

I think this is a very climactic period, 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 
NoTE: President Kennedy’s forty-fifth news confer- 


ence was held in the State Department Auditorium 
at 6 o’clock on Tuesday evening, November 20, 1962, 


516 Remarks With the Secretary of Labor at the Signing of 
Contracts Between Trans World Airlines and the Pilots 
and Flight Enginecrs Unions. November 21, 1 962 


SECRETARY OF LABOR W. WILLARD WiRTz. Mr. 
President, this brings to a conclusion one of 
the finest examples of constructive collective 
bargaining it has been my experience to be 
associated with, 

This has been a very difficult situation and 
it is completed now between the flight engi- 
neers and the company and the pilots. What 
it means is that we have worked out the 
problem of a constructive use of manpower 
and technological power in the cockpits and 
it shows what private collective bargaining 
can do, 

We helped out along the line, but it was 
finally signed by the parties of their own 
voluntary act. We think it is a major ac- 
complishment in collective bargaining. 

THE PRESIDENT. I just want to say, because 
it dealt with a very sharp problem of the 


technological changes affecting the liveli- 
hood of a good many hundreds of people, 
which is a difficult matter to adjust satisfac- 
torily, and was begun by long months of 
collective bargaining, and also by recognition 
by the few parties involved, particularly the 
pilots and flight engineers, some adjustment 
was necessary by each. 

We are glad this was settled in the case 
of this company and we hope that this pat- 
tern of industry will also serve as an encour- 
agement to other industries facing the same 
problem of technological change. We hope 
that this will serve them in the future, 

Thank you. 


nore: The President met with the group of Federal 
mediators and representatives of the airline and the 
unions at 9:30 a.m. in his office at the White 
House. 


517 Statement by the President Announcing Accelerated Payment 
of National Service Life Insurance Dividends. 


November 22, 1962 


I HAVE today asked the Veterans Adminis- 
tration to advance the payment of the 1963 
dividend of $222 million on National Service 
Life Insurance policies and $15.6 million for 
holders of United States Government Life 
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Insurance policies so that all dividends will 
be paid during the month of January rather 
than being spread out during the entire year 
of 1963. 

In addition, a special dividend of $90 mil- 
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